
 

GLOBSEC 2009: SECURITY AND THE VISEGRAD COUNTRIES – PROPOSALS FOR 

EFFECTIVE COOPERATION 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Arising from the fact that the Visegrad countries share common values and interests and believing 

there exists a large space for them to adopt and defend common positions towards key issues in the 

sphere of security and defence policy, the Slovak Atlantic Commission – thanks to a generous 

support of the International Visegrad Fund – hosted an international expert seminar entitled 

GLOBSEC 2009: Security and the Visegrad Countries – Proposals for Effective Cooperation 

that was held on January 30, 2009 in Bratislava. 

 

The aim of the informal meeting was to evaluate the possibilities of effective close cooperation 

between the V4 countries in the field of security and defence policy. Via gathering influential high-

politics, non-governmental, corporate and intellectual leaders of Visegrad countries the event 

provided a platform for discussion about creating synergy between the national security policies of 

member states and thus achieving more effective addressing of regional and global security threats 

that can lead not only to higher success in the accomplishment of common goals, but also to the 

reduction of resources needed from individual states. There is a natural space for enhanced regional 

security cooperation, bearing in mind the close security interests, history, geographical dimension, 

transformation of armed forces as well as the membership in NATO and EU. However, the aim of 

cooperation between V4 countries should not be creating allies between allies, the cooperation 

needs to be balanced. 

 

In order to achieve the intended goals of the project, the participants of the expert seminar 

discussed key security issues which the Visegrad countries have to face. As a result of the seminar 

and following e-mail communication, the experts came up with the below stated proposals for 

cooperation in these fields that could be further elaborated and adopted on political as well as 

practical level by the member states: 

 

1. Strengthening Regional Security Identity and Creating Common Security Strategy 

¶ The first precondition of more effective cooperation of V4 countries in security field 

is to enhance the regional security identity. 

¶ This would inevitably require redefinition of short-term as well as long-term 

priorities of Visegrad countries in the dimension of security with focus on regional 



 

perspective and cooperation, bearing in mind the current absence of common 

security identity and common security strategy. 

¶ The aim should be reached by strengthening the consultation mechanism of the V4 

countries not only on the level of highest political representatives, but on the level of 

experts as well – with the evolvement of experts from both governmental structures 

and non-governmental sphere. 

¶ For this purpose, to support and initiate the creation of common Visegrad list of 

experts and stakeholders dealing with security issues including governmental as well 

as NGO representatives. 

¶ Create permanent platforms for communication their positions, opinions and ideas. 

This could include a creation of a permanent conference which should be called 

upon each year, common internet portal for exchange of security ideas, networking, 

and serving as a database of articles related to security issues from all V4 countries. 

¶ Designate one organization in each Visegrad country which would be responsible for 

upgrading the database and coordinating relating activities within V4 countries. 

 

2. Public Diplomacy 

¶ Foster cooperation in public diplomacy area regarding security issues with the aim to 

raise public awareness and spread more clear information about the sphere of 

security policy, in order to decrease the lack of high qualified public debate. 

¶ In this regard, increase financial as well as logistical support for common projects of 

research, think-tanks, institutes and other NGO structures being active in the above 

mentioned sphere. 

¶ Support the creation of common communication strategy. This could include a 

common V4 Security Magazine. 

¶ Support young people, students and their interest in public policy, invest in their 

potential, so that they can develop their possibilities within academic profile related 

to security and defence policy, by providing scholarships and internships in the scope 

of V4. 

¶ Create a mechanism of student discussion forums involving also middle school 

students as it is necessary to form the opinions of young generation in the age of 16 

– 18 years on issues related with security and defence policy, but also EU and 

NATO issues in general. 

 

 



 

3. General Conceptual Recommendations on Cooperation 

¶ Strengthen cooperation in those security issues related to the European Union and 

NATO in which the Visegrad countries share common interest, as there lies a natural 

space for such regional groups of interests. This would require presenting joint 

opinions and positions of all four countries when possible. 

¶ Focus on newly emerging security threats as energy security, economic 

(inter)dependence, cyber security and migration. 

¶ Work together as a “coalition” when applying for financial resources from EU 

structures for common projects. 

¶ Discuss prospects for possible further formalization/institutionalization of the V4 

group. And the possibility of establishment of a permanent speaker of the Visegrad 

group. 

 

4. Concrete Areas of Strengthened Cooperation 

¶ Cooperate in the essential dimension of energy security with the aim of forming or at 

least influencing the energy policy of the European Union in diversification of 

energy suppliers, better inter-connection of V4 countries with pipelines and 

involvement in the Nabucco project and possible involvement in the South Stream 

and North Stream projects. 

¶ Closer cooperate in particular areas of defence policy as non-proliferation and 

disarmament, common army units of V4 countries in the framework of EU battle 

groups and possibly in the framework of NATO NRF, modernization of military 

equipment, expeditionary capabilities, joint R&D, intelligence sharing, etc. 

¶ Proceed in cooperation in transformation and modernisation of armed forces. This 

could include common acquisition and sharing of some military capabilities in the 

future, common trainings etc. 

¶ Initiate cooperation in developing enhanced and effective cyber security systems in 

order to protect sensitive information in general and security information in 

particular. 

¶ Restructure mutual cooperation in the field of illegal migration on the external 

border of the European Union with focus on human trafficking. The cooperation 

should aim on improving feedback – two-way information exchange – for national 

expert groups working in the framework of the FRONTEX agency. 



 

¶ Improve cooperation of V4 countries in strengthening the position and importance 

of the FRONTEX agency in the context of securing the external borders of EU and 

its effect on national governments. 

¶ Develop common neighbourhood policy towards third countries in the framework 

of the European Neighbourhood Policy with the aim to promote democratization, 

transparency, rule of law, public society and experience sharing from the integration 

process to transatlantic structures, especially in Ukraine and the Balkan countries. 

 

Bratislava, January 30th, 2009. 

 

The seminar would not have been possible to organize without the generous support of the  

International Visegrad Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 


